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Course Description  The study of Architecture, Interior Architecture and Culture through  
                                                                         travel, adopting a global view, which allows students to learn   
                                                                         and weigh design decisions within the parameters of ecological,  
                                                                         socio-economic, and cultural contexts. 

  
Overview 
 

Successful design communities are composed of creative, self-
motivated, and critical thinking designers who synthesize 
knowledge and practice in ways that produce new insights, develop 
professional attitudes and promote accountability. Thus, through 
emphasizing curiosity, exploration, and reflection this course 
teaches students how to operate as responsible global citizens. 
 

Objective 
 

Places are composed of unique physical, cultural, and sociological 
features. Travel used as the exploration of place allows this course 
to build students skills and ability to build understanding of place.  
 
Immersing students in diverse cultural contexts helps them 
understand that those social and behavioral norms may differ from 
their own. The goal is to reflect on the influence these differences 
have in regard to design and design decision making. Thus, 
motivating students to learn about the different ways that culture is 
created and develop a beginning set of tools for analyzing, 
assessing and reflecting in order to build knowledge and 
understanding.  
 
 

Methodology 
 

The course activities will focus on the processes used to understand 
a place. There are four different ways of knowing places: 

o Experiential knowledge gained through haptic experience, 
personal-physical-thoughtful  interaction with a place 

o Historical|Factual knowledge gained through gathering 
and processing information about a place 

o Analytical knowledge gained through systematically 
examining data gathered about different facets of a place. 
Inferring understanding through this process. 

o Poetic knowledge. Reflecting upon what we know and 
through making responses that synthesize and express this 
understanding in a way that communicates its meaning. 

By using different methods of exploration the students will take 
time to observe: slow down and look carefully, interact 
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thoughtfully, learn deeply. The goal is to learn to develop an 
intimate relation with a place. Therefore expand the experiences 
that shape us and our knowledge of the world and how it works. 
 
These activities help to change us from tourist to traveler. A tourist 
seeks to arrive at a destination because the destination has 
significance. A traveler on the other hand, is not interested as much 
in the destination but in the journey that it engages to get there.  
 

Course Requirements 
 

Students must actively engage the learning process, work 
individually, work within groups, and work with instructors 
throughout the course.  
Students must complete the stated requirements for each 
project and all the associated tasks assigned by their 
instructors on the respective due dates and times.  
Students are required to perform a variety of activities in this 
course and they earn grades according to their performance 
regarding them. 
The faculty reserves the right to alter course projects or contents as 
a result of recognizing new information or concepts, which are 
significant and afford an opportunity to be studied. 
The following areas will be measured and evaluated by your 
instructors in reference to the objectives listed above: We look 
for demonstration for the following things in the work you 
produce: 

o good critical thinking and creativity, 

o effective work process, 
o effective graphic and verbal communication,   
o attendance and effective use of class time. 

 
  

Projects Travel Journal: The main project is producing a Travel Journal 
composed of verbal and graphic notes about the overall 
traveling experience. The journal is to include the 
workshop/exchange and the travel in which the students are 
about to engage. The project contains treasure hunts and 
other activities which allow the students to explore and 
immerse in these places and their culture. Students are 
encouraged to experiment with diverse hand media in their 
journals. 
 
Guidebook and investigations: This project will be a class 
collaboration to obtain a final product. Sub projects in the 
class will prepare the group for the journey and will involve 
students in doing investigations of the various places planned 
to travel. The investigations subjects are: 

o History of art, architecture and the cities to be visited 
o Ship building industry 
o  Yacht building industry 
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Student Work 
The department reserves the right to retain any and all student work for the 
purposes of record, exhibition, and instruction. 
All students are required to photograph or otherwise duplicate work before submittal 
to instructor. 
The projects remain the intellectual property of the student. 

Evaluation and Grading 
The grades that students earn will be based on: 

o    Evaluation of performance 
o Assignments and projects  
o Class participation 
o Use of effective design process 

 
Grading System 

A  94-100 
A-  90-93 
B+  87-89 
B  84-86 
B-  80-83 
C+  77-79 
C  74-76 
C-  70-73 
D+  67-69 
D  64-66 
D-  60-63 
F  0-59 

 
There will be two projects for this semester, and 

two workshop series: 
 

Daily Evaluations/Participation 10% 
Travel Journal 30% 
Travel Guidebook & Investigations 40% 
FIU-hosted Workshops – Genoa-hosted Workshops 
Participation & Design 

20% 

  

 
Evaluation forms for each Project and project activities will be presented with the 
project. Self evaluations will be a part of the evaluation process - in addition to faculty 
and outside juror evaluations. 
Incomplete grades 
The criteria by which a student may receive an incomplete grade (I) are described in 
the Undergraduate Catalog. Please note that the instructor is not required to give 
incomplete grades. 
Late Work: 
All assignments - complete or incomplete - must be turned in on the due date and will be 
graded as they stand. 
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